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ABOUT US
Welcome to Doerr Valuations
and the Team
Rachel Doerr, Sean McIlroy, and our team of industry recognised
specialists work together to offer you an independent service to
provide valuations of art, antiques, jewellery, watches and classic
cars.
We also offer a full range of other art related advisory services.
We provide a personal, professional, friendly, discreet and
completely confidential service. Working closely with leading
firms of insurance brokers, insurers, solicitors, wealth managers,
private banks and professional advisers to provide an efficient
and timely service.
We work throughout the UK and Europe providing independent
Valuations for insurance, inheritance tax purposes, divorce and
family division and providing independent advice on buying and
selling.

VALUATIONS FOR INSURANCE
Many years of valuation experience have shown us that more
than 78% of the clients we visit are under insured with the
consequent risk that any claims for damage or loss might
be only partially met. An accurate and up-to-date valuation
provides the comfort of knowing that valuable possessions and
household items are correctly insured and that any settlement
would accurately reflect loss or damage. It could also expedite
settlement.
Full Insurance Valuations
A confidential and discreet service which offers a fully detailed
and illustrated contents inventory of all your personal possessions
and household items, cataloguing them fully, providing details,
sizes, values and illustrations etc, all produced in a professional
bound document.
We find out exactly what you/your insurer require and tailor our
valuation to your needs. All our valuation documents conclude
with a summary by different categories.
Walk Through Validation report
An informal yet detailed inspection of your home is made by one
of our senior valuers taking approximately 2 hours to complete.
The appraisal is completed room by room, categorising items
correctly and placing values for replacement purposes. We will
provide you/your insurer with a detailed report showing total
value by category. Items over £10k will be identified and listed
separately (max 10) including illustrations. Any areas of concern
will be discussed with you.
This is a service which is recognised by the insurance industry.

Premiums
Accurate Valuations and regular review can reduce your
premiums by not only ensuring your items are categorised
correctly but also insurers do offer discounts when you have a
valuation.
Art and Antiques are classed as ‘low risk’ by insurers and so
reflect lower percentage premiums. By separating your Art and
Antiques from General Contents you could potentially reduce
your premium as well as give you peace of mind.
Charges
We offer a free initial assessment on a full household insurance
valuation. It allows us to tailor the Valuation to suit both the
client’s and insurer’s requirements. For example, there may
be certain categories which you wish to insure at an “agreed
value “rather than “full replacement value”. The assessment is
followed by a written quotation so no surprises.
Standards
Doerr Valuations is one of the leading specialist valuation
businesses in the UK. We always works with the minimum of
disruption to our clients and pride ourselves on our reputation
for integrity, courtesy and professionalism. We work to strict
Service Standards.

Valuations for Tax Purposes
We undertake valuations for all purposes related to the
assessment and calculation of taxation and customs duties. With
the ever increasing complexities of taxation, trust and domicile
regimes, accurate and up-to-date valuations have become
increasingly important.
Inheritance Tax
We offer a complete Inheritance Tax (Probate) Valuation Service
for those engaged in the administration of estates. Valuations
are provided at open market value – the value for which they
could be sold if a bargain were made between a willing buyer
and a willing seller – and in accordance with Section 160 of the
Inheritance Tax Act of 1984.
We can also assist with sales at auction and undertake the
overall management of a more complicated estate.

Divorce and Dissolution
of Civil Partnership
The division of chattels on breakdown of marriage or civil
partnership often brings particular problems. Valuation issues
can arise in relation to separately acquired property, for example,
property acquired by an individual partner before the marriage
or through inheritance. Due to market activity, the value of
some jointly owned items may have risen out of all proportion to
others. Accurate and properly documented valuations are clearly
of the utmost importance in these circumstances. Increasingly, a
prenuptial agreement and a post nuptial agreement containing
accurate valuations can help with a division of an estate. Over
the lifetime of the agreement, the valuations could benefit from
a periodic review.
Conditional Exemption and Acceptance in lieu
We can provide the necessary valuations as part of the IHT
return or review and update pre-existing valuations. We can also
undertake any necessary research, setting out the reasons why
an object should satisfy the required tests.

Buying and Selling
When buying Art & Antiques a second opinion can often ensure
you are buying at the correct price and confirm the item is what
it is purported to be. Getting independent advice is essential.
We are always happy to negotiate on your behalf and offer
advice when selling to ensure you are selling in the best place to
achieve the best price at the best rates.

Collections Management &
Other Services
We recognise that many of our clients do not have the time
that they would wish to devote to their collections or art and
antiques. We have developed a first class support and advisory
service to help clients manage all such collections and to
ensure that they can enjoy not only the items themselves, but
the confidence that they are taking care of them to the best
of their abilities, economically and efficiently. We can provide
overall curatorial support or create a bespoke package of any
combination of the following service elements.
n

Identify items requiring conservation

n

Identify appropriate conservators and restorers.

n

Plan and run programmes of restoration and conservation.

n

Draw up a disaster plan.

n

n

n

n

Provide introductions to experienced tax planning
professionals to help with IHT and CGT planning or with
family division (divorce, probate, raising funding, etc.).
Arrange contacts with appropriate lenders when it may
be useful to raise temporary finance in connection with
developing the collection and supply the necessary valuation
information.
Through our Art Advisory Services, arrange the best terms for
the acquisition or disposal of items within a collection.
Help negotiate preferential rates from insurers.

What we Value
Arms & Armour
Asian Works of Art
Archives
Books, Manuscripts & Photographs
Ceramics & Glass
Classic Cars
Clocks
Contemporary & Modern Art
Decorative Arts & Design
Furniture
Jewellery
Objects of virtue
Old Masters
Paintings & Prints
Rugs & Carpets
Silver
Textiles
Watches
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