
Last spring, I went to value a collection of 
pictures, in which there was reputedly an early 
portrait by Gainsborough painted in Suffolk in the 
1750s. 

The client believed the work to be by 
Gainsborough as it was a family descendant and 
heirloom, however they had no provenance for 
the work to authenticate it and had been asked 
by their insurer for a valuation.

Was the work worth £800 or £80,000 was the 
question?  

So, it was arranged for me to visit the client at 
his home to view the works.  When I saw the 
painting, I immediately recognised it to be by 
Gainsborough, it was not only by him but also in a 
perfect state of preservation in its original carved 
and giltwood frame. 

Happily, I know the current Gainsborough 
experts, Hugh Belsey and Sue Sloman, and 
arranged with the clients approval to tell Hugh 
of its whereabouts in time for him to photograph 
it and include it in his Catalogue Raisonne of the 
artists’ portraits. 

Our client was delighted as this will enable 
future generations of his family to be able to 
confirm with authority that the work is in fact 
a work by Gainsborough and in the Catalogue 
Raisoone.  This firmly establishes the painting in 
the current most authoritative work on the artist, 
adding lustre to its reputation, as an authentic 
Gainsborough and, therefore, enhancing its value. 

This is all part of our service and at no added cost 
to the client. 

Our team of renowned and internationally 
recognised specialists are available to assist you 
covering all areas of Art, Antiques, Silver, Jewellery, 
Watches, Cars, Books and Manuscripts and other 
valuable collectables.

We provide a personal, professional, friendly, 
discreet and completely confidential service 
providing independent Valuations for insurance, 
inheritance tax purposes, divorce and family 
division and providing independent advice on 
buying and selling.

Call us today to enquire about an appointment on 01883 722736 or email 
enquiries@doerrvaluations.co.uk or visit our website www.doerrvaluations.co.uk

All Part of the Service!  
David Dallas, Old Master Specialist 

All Part of the Service!
A Day in the Life of David Dallas, Old Master Specialist

Thomas Gainsborough, R.A. (British, 1727-1788)
Portrait of Mr Pattison, bust length wearing a brown coat and white stock


