
By Jonathan Horwich
Modern Art Specialist

01  Francis Bacon (British, 1909-1992)
This painted plywood stool dates from 1930-1933, when 
Bacon was working as a furniture and rug designer, not a 
painter. It is part of a bedroom suite, there was also a circular 
mirror and a dressing table. This is a rare survivor, still in good 
condition as most were in daily use.

£18,750

02  Francis Bacon (British, 1909-1992)
This is a large ‘modernist’ carpet Bacon designed circa 1930, 
measuring 244 x 405 cm.

£173,000

Affordable Modern Masters
Lucian Freud, Francis Bacon, Pablo Picasso, David Hockney, Pierre Auguste Renoir are just a 
few of the Titans of Modern Art. They all have stellar international reputations, with their finest 
works being fought over by mega-collectors worldwide and making millions. 

This leaves us mere mortals, who might aspire to own a 
work by any of these greats, without hope; the assumption 
being that price precludes ownership. Thus, collectors may 
totally discount the possibility of acquiring anything at 
more affordable prices.

However, there are buying opportunities out there for all 
of these artists which may not seem immediately obvious. 
When faced with astronomical prices for finished major 
works, collectors should be encouraged to look below  
the surface for less apparent opportunities...

For example, during Francis Bacon’s early career in  
the 1930s, he worked as a commercial furniture and rug 
designer. After the war he emerges as the great painter 
we know today, and of course his paintings are now out of 
financial reach to the masses. However, his rugs, although 
expensive, and his much cheaper surviving pieces of 

furniture, offer some buying opportunities, (no.’s 1-2). As 
do his limited-edition prints, each one is signed by him, 
even all three works in a Triptych, (no.’s 3-5).

Following this theme, I looked for more affordable  
pieces. Among my favourite finds is no. 7, Lucian Freud’s 
artist’s palette. It is one he actually used and still has all his 
signature colours. Equally, Freud’s etchings are accessible 
and affordable and they are a direct link to his skill as a 
draughtsman. The process of making an etching involves 
the artist drawing his subject direct onto the printing plate, 
and so is only one step away from an original drawing in 
my mind. 

I think David Hockney offers us the greatest number of 
different buying opportunities, from faxes, to iPad drawings, 
to office-made, limited-edition ink jet prints and he is still 
finding new ways to make art, which at 83 is truly remarkable!



03  Francis Bacon (British, 1909-1992)
This is a colour lithographic print of the original painting; 
Second Version, Triptych 1944, by Bacon, and was printed in 
a limited edition of 60 only in 1989. Each print is individually 
signed by the artist and numbered. This set is number 31/60, 
the sheet size of each is 75 x 56 cm.

£20,000

06  Lucian Freud (British, 1922-2011)
Pluto (the artist’s dog) aged 12. Published in 2000, this is an 
original signed etching by the artist, and from a numbered 
edition of 46. This one is number 46/46 and measures  
43 x 59 cm.

£68,750

05  Francis Bacon (British, 1909-1992)
This is a lithographic print of the original painting called 
‘Edipe et le Sphinx’, published in 1980, size is 127 x 90 cm.

£8,190

04  Francis Bacon (British, 1909-1992)
This is a print of the original painting called ‘Self Portrait‘ 
and is a single colour lithograph print published in a limited 
edition of 180 in 1977. Again, it is signed by Bacon and is 
number 36/180, image size is 84 x 63 cm.

£16,000



07  Lucian Freud (British, 1922-2011)
This is a palette used by Lucian and given to Nicola Bowery by  
the artist after completing the painting ‘And the Bridegroom’  
in 1993. It measures 41 x 25 cm.

£11,250

10  Lucian Freud (British, 1922-2011)
Woman with an Arm Tattoo, 1996, original etching, signed 
and numbered 15/40, 67 x 57 cm.

£58,750

09  Lucian Freud (British, 1922-2011)
Woman sitting, 1995, original etching signed and numbered 
8/36, 82 x 67 cm.

£30,000

08  Lucian Freud (British, 1922-2011)
Portrait of ‘Esther’ 1991, original etching signed and 
numbered 23/25, 21 x 20 cm.

£8,250



11  Lucian Freud (British, 1922-2011)
Bella Freud, 1987, original etching, signed and numbered 
34/50, 70 x 57 cm.

£27,500

14  David Hockney (British, b 1937)
My Window, from an original iPad drawing, printed  
in colour, signed by the artist and numbered 234/250,  
44 x 33 cm.

£7-10,000 Estimate

13  David Hockney (British, b 1937)
Lemons and Oranges, again a homemade print made  
on an office printer in 1986, signed by the artist, and 
numbered 25/50, 21 x 35 cm.

£3-5,000 Estimate

12  David Hockney (British, b 1937)
The Tall Tree, a home-made signed limited edition print 
made on two sheets of paper on an office copy machine in 
1986, it is signed, dated and numbered 16/60, 71 x 21 cm. 

£6-8,000 Estimate
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15  Pierre-Auguste Renoir (French, 1841-1919)
Female Nude, 1904, lithograph, from an unnumbered 
limited edition of 1,000 published in 1919, 33 x 25 cm.

£1-1,500 Estimate

18  Pablo Picasso (Spanish, 1881-1973)
Los Cabestros, retiran al Toro Manso, aquatint (print), 
published 1957 in an edition of 250, 34 x 49 cm.

£800-1,200 Estimate

17  Pablo Picasso (Spanish, 1881-1973)
Pichet aux Arums, 1953, painted ceramic edition, numbered 
111/350, 30 cm high.

£5-8,000 Estimate

16  Pierre-Auguste Renoir (French, 1841-1919)
Le Chapeau Epingle, 1897, lithograph, from an unnumbered 
limited edition of 100, 60 x 49 cm.

£4-6,000 Estimate
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