
Q	 What	five	words	best	describe	you?	

A Curious, determined, discreet, loyal and travelled.

Q	 If	you	weren’t	a	specialist	–	what	would	you	like	to	be?	

A A published novelist.

Q	 Favourite	piece	you	have	valued	and	why?	

A The Fabergé hardstone collection of Lady Caroline 
Oppenheimer. It was fascinating to research and 
learn about the pieces. The sleuthing is incredibly 
gratifying when it yields results.

Q	 What’s	your	most	memorable	moment	at	DDV?

A It’s hard to choose one. I love meeting collectors and 
finding out what drew them to their field of interest 
and what makes them tick.

Q	 What	was	your	most	awkward	moment	valuing	 
a	piece	and	why?	

A It was early in my career when a client insisted she had 
a Fabergé egg and that it was a family treasure left to 
her etc. etc... I kept explaining it wasn’t by Fabergé and 
she got more and more anxious and distressed. The 
whole situation was getting so tense until I looked at 
the base of the egg and saw a label that said ‘made in 
Hong Kong’. Thankfully I was able to explain there was 
no branch in Hong Kong which she finally accepted...

Q	 What	is	your	most	favourite	thing	to	do	 
outside	work?	

A Hang out with our kids. Who are teenagers. So I’ll 
amend that to say when they are inclined to spend 
time together. 

Q	 What	would	a	stranger	find	most	annoying	about	you?	

A The list is long. I have a screw loose when it comes to 
mental arithmetic. 

Q	 Whose	Collection	would	you	like	to	value	and	why?	

A The Queen’s Fabergé collection. Who wouldn’t want 
to delve into all that impeccable pedigree that was 
in many cases purchased directly from the Fabergé 
firm before 1917...

Q	 What	3	people	alive	or	dead	would	you	like	 
to	invite	to	dinner?

A I’m not sure they’d work as a guest list thrown 
together but I’d love my French grandmother  
back to ask her so many questions I never got  
to ask. Maybe Coco Chanel for fashion advice.  
And Edmund de Vaal to discuss his approach  
to objects, both the ceramics he creates and 

 his unforgettable book The hare with the  
Amber Eyes.

Q	 Are	you	doing	anything	fun	this	summer	of	21’?	

A I’m afraid to mention any plans as we have to keep 
things really fluid, don’t we? That sort of ties in with 
my most annoying habit which is spreadsheeting 
family holidays to death.

Q	 Do	you	have	another	talent?	

A I love to write. Oh, and I make really good desserts. 

Q	 Where	in	the	world	would	you	most	like	to	visit?

A Italy as we had to cancel plans to spend my 
birthday in Florence. 

Q	 What’s	your	ideal	menu	if	it	was	your	very	 
last	meal?

A Hopefully my husband would be available to 
prepare his homemade prawn and crab ravioli.  
If it was my last meal, it would have to be topped  
off by a teaspoon and a jar of Nutella. I actually 
have a bit of an embarrassing obsession with that 
delicious spread. 

Q	 Favourite	film?

A Charade. Carey Grant and Audrey Hepburn in Paris. 
How much more perfect can it get?

Q	 Favourite	piece	of	music?

A The Rutter version of Love Divine. We had it at  
our wedding and our daughter sang it not so  
long ago at Westminster Abbey. It’s just so  
shmaltsy and sentimental and pulls at my 
heartstrings. 
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