
Q	 What	five	words	best	describe	you?	

A Enthusiastic, friendly, loyal, chatty, and I hope 
kind – which is the attribute I think would sort out 
most of the ills of the world!

Q	 If	you	weren’t	a	specialist	–	what	would	you	 
like	to	be?	

A English teacher.

Q	 Favourite	piece	you	have	valued	and	why?	

A I always love seeing jewellery where attention to 
detail is perfection, so that even the bits that you 
don’t see when it’s being worn are exquisitely 
made. That’s such a tell-tale sign of quality.

Q	 What’s	your	most	memorable	moment	at	DDV?

A That has to be valuing the Hammersley salt. This 
is an Elizabethan standing salt owned by the 
Haberdashers’ Hall. This is an exceptional piece  
of museum quality and a genuine one-off.

Q	 What	was	your	most	awkward	moment	valuing	 
a	piece	and	why?	

A All jewellery valuers have had to tell clients that 
pieces they thought were set with diamonds 
were not actually set with diamonds but in fact 
with less valuable stones like white sapphires 
or zircons. This is fine when the client already 
knows, less so when they don’t!

Q	 What	is	your	most	favourite	thing	to	do	 
outside	work?	

A I can’t think of one favourite. I love to play tennis, 
ski, walk my dog, cook, spend time with friends 
and family. The list goes on...

Q	 What	would	a	stranger	find	most	annoying	 
about	you?	

A Too chatty and say ‘sorry’ and ‘lovely’ far  
too much.

Q	 Whose	collection	would	you	like	to	value	and	why?

A Anything that’s eclectic, but if I had to choose it 
would have been amazing to have seen Wallis 
Simpson’s entire collection. She commissioned  
so many exquisite pieces from Cartier.

Q	 What	3	people	alive	or	dead	would	you	like	to	
invite	to	dinner?

A I would like to invite my grandmother to dinner. 
She died 25 years ago, and I would love her to 
know how much her values of kindness and 
generosity have guided my life and it would be 
lovely to have one more meal with her. On a lighter 
note. I think Barack Obama and Tom Hanks would 
also be fantastic guests! 

Q	 Are	you	doing	anything	fun	this	summer	of	‘21?	

A As we have to be UK-based, I hope to use this as a 
reason to visit friends in the UK and spend proper 
time catching up. 

Q	 Do	you	have	another	talent?	

A I’m a pretty competent skier, I can recite ‘Matilda 
told such dreadful lies from start to finish.’

Q	 Where	in	the	world	would	you	most	like	to	visit?	

A I’m hoping to go to Vietnam next year so that is 
pretty high on my list. I’d also love to go to Alaska. 
Anywhere in fact to observe the magnificence  
of nature. 

Q	 Favourite	film?	

A Cinema Paradiso (and Pretty Woman).

Q	 Favourite	piece	of	music?	

A So, so hard. I have spent years struggling to compile 
my Desert Island Discs in case I ever get the call up! 
Maybe the tenor duet from The Pearl Fishers but I 
might give you a different answer tomorrow. 
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