
Q	 What	five	words	best	describe	you?	

A I’m enthusiastic, curious, professional, social  
and sociable.

Q	 If	you	weren’t	a	specialist	–	what	would	you	like	to	be?	

A I enjoy cooking and visiting the South of France,  
so maybe I’d like to be a Restauranteur in the South 
of France, near the sea.

Q	 Favourite	piece	you	have	valued	and	why?	

A This would be the ‘Man with Red Hair’ by Lucian 
Freud as it combines all of my favourite things and 
is a fine portrait, which belonged to a very nice 
collector who I looked after for years. He explained 
why he collected Art this way... “Jonathan, there’s no 
fun in making shoes on an industrial scale but there 
is money and with that I can have some fun and 
enjoyment by collecting.”

Q	 What’s	your	most	memorable	moment	at	DDV?

A I think it’s a property on the South Coast that was set in 
a time warp. Built by a wealthy family in the Edwardian 
era and lived in by the family until 1952, the owner 
promised his mother he would never sell the house and 
so it remained in limbo. What comes to mind is a 1920s 
Rolls-Royce in the garage, a personal museum on the 
premises housing a child’s collection of toys and endless 
copies of Country Life plied throughout the attic.

Q	 What	was	your	most	awkward	moment	valuing	a	
piece	and	why?

A When I worked at Christie’s, a gentleman brought in an 
LS Lowry picture that he said belonged to his mother 
who had bought it from Lowry. How true this was I don’t 
know but it was definitely not by Lowry. I told him this 
at which point he began weeping copiously and there 
seemed very little I could do to help him. In the end, he 
ran out of steam and trotted up the road to Sotheby’s for 
a second opinion, they also told him it wasn’t genuine, 
which brought on more tears apparently. 

Q	 What	is	your	most	favourite	thing	to	do	 
outside	work?	

A I think probably cooking is the thing I enjoy most and 
also travelling, I’ve travelled for years in my work and 
managed to make all of my work trips an adventure 
in some way or other.

Q	 What	would	a	stranger	find	most	annoying	about	you?	

A Probably a lack of small talk, I like to have a subject 
to discuss or a project or topic and so probably I’m 
not great at small talk otherwise hopefully there isn’t 
much to annoy people.

Q	 Who’s	collection	would	you	like	to	value	and	why?

A The Queen’s drawings at Windsor Castle, because 
they are all so beautifully preserved, presented  
and cared for, everything is as near to original as  
is possible.

Q	 What	3	people	alive	or	dead	would	you	like	to	invite	
to	dinner?	

A Stephen Fry, Lucian Feud and Winston Churchill.

Q	 Are	you	doing	anything	fun	this	summer	of	‘21?

A Not a great deal, soaking up the Sun when it 
appears, walking, travelling out for the day. I love 
going to the seaside so that’s one of the things that  
I enjoy.

Q	 Do	you	have	another	talent?	

A I am an auctioneer. I have been taking auctions for 
over 30 years. I mostly do charity auctions these days 
but I can still turn my hand to commercial auctions. 

Q	 Where	in	the	world	would	you	most	like	to	visit?	

A Tahiti, I have always wanted to go but so far have  
only flown above it.

Q	 Favourite	film?	

A Kingdom of Heaven starring Orlando Bloom which 
covers the seemingly endless taking and retaking  
of Jerusalem during the Crusades. I particularly  
like the directors cut which gives a much broader 
view of the story than the film you generally see  
in the cinema.

Q	 Favourite	piece	of	music?	

A My favourite piece of music is almost anything by 
Gustav Mahler, but my taste is very eclectic. I listen 
to rock, pop, a tiny bit of reggae, house, garage. I 
really love all sorts of music, I tend to listen in the 
car mostly...
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